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CHAPTER VI.

The Crusades.

THIS vast subject, the Crusades, with all its causes and
consequences, demands its place in the History of Latin
Christianity, but must submit to be limited to an extent
perhaps not quite commensurate to its importance.

The sanctity of the Holy Land, the scene of the
Saviour's life and death, untraceable in the first records
of the religion, had grown up, as the faith became the
mistress of the whole inward nature of man, of the imagi-
nation as well as the moral sentiment, into almost a part
of the general, if undefined, creed. Pilgrimage may be
considered as belonging to the universal religion of man.
Some sacred spots, connected either with the history oi
the faith or with some peculiar manifestation of the
Deity, have ever concentrated the worshippers within
their precincts, or drawn them together at periodical
intervals to revive their pious emotions, to partake in
the divine influences still supposed to be emanating
from the holy ground, or to approach nearer to the
present and locally-indwelling godhead. From the
lowest Fetichism up to Christianity itself this general
and unconquerable propensity has either been sanctioned
by the religion or sprung up out of it. Like the other
more sublime and purely spiritual truths of the Gospel,
the impartial ubiquity of God, the equable omnipresence
of the Eedeemer and the Holy Spirit throughout the